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Search, Find, Sort and Filter 
 
Search and Find 

There are two very similar functions in Excel to look for data inside of cells matching the 

parameters that you state: Let’s look at the differences. 

 

SEARCH  

The SEARCH function is a way to find a character or string within another cell, and it 

will return the value associated with the starting place. In other words, if you are trying to figure 

out where a character is within the cell that contains a word, sentence or other type of 

information, you could use the SEARCH function. The format for this function is: 

=SEARCH("find_text","within_text",start_num). 

For example, the word "alphabet" was in cell C2, and your model needed the location of 

the letter "a" in that cell, you would use the formula =SEARCH("a",C2,1), and the result would 

be 1. To continue this simplistic example, if you were seeking the location of "b" in the word, the 

formula would be =SEARCH("b",C2,1), and the result would be 6. You can also use search on 

strings of characters. If, for example, cell F2 contains 1023-#555-A123, the formula 

=SEARCH("A12",F2,1) would yield the 11 as an answer. 

 

FIND  

The FIND function is another way to find a character or string within another cell, and it 

will return the value associated with the starting place, just like the SEARCH function. The 

format for this function is: 
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